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Upcoming Events
Saturday, Sep. 10, 2016 @ 12:30 P.M.
Discover Your City - Field Archery in Pasadena 
Location: Pasadena Roving Archers (Pasadena)
Cost: $15, members; $20, non-members

Sunday, Sep. 18, 2016 @ 9:45 A.M.
Exclusive Visit to Noah's Ark at the Skirball 
Location: Skirball Cultural Center (Los Angeles)
Cost: $12 for adults; $7 for children 2-12 years; 

Free for children under 2 years.

Thursday, Oct. 13, 2016 @ 7:00 P.M.
Ivy OktoBeerFest  
Location: Arts District Brewing Company (Los Angeles)
Cost: Cash bar

Sunday, Oct. 23, 2016 @ 3:00 P.M.
Science Pub Series #9 - Halloween has never
sounded better!  
Location: Skylight Gardens Restaurant and Bar  (West LA)
Cost: $30 per person

Friday-Sunday, Nov. 4-6, 2016
Harvard Women's Weekend - Save the Date!
Location: Harvard University (Cambridge, MA)
Cost: Registration required

Friday, Nov. 18, 2016 @ 12:30 P.M.
The Inner Workings of Los Angeles Harbor -
Boat Tour 
Location: Berth 84/L.A. Maritime Museum  (San Pedro)
Cost: No charge - Registration required

President’s Message
by Steven M. Arkow ‘84

Although there remains much
uncertainty in the months ahead as we

spiral into the final stages of the U.S. presidential cam -
paign, one thing is certain: the next president will no
longer be a Harvard graduate. Alumni in Southern
California, however, can rest assured that, with the elec-
tion season recently completed for the Harvard Club of
Southern California, without as much tumult, its next
president is a Harvard graduate. I entered Harvard as a
freshman with the Class of 1984, resided in the Union
Dorms in Hurlbut Hall, and moved to W inthrop House
(won one Straus Cup) until graduation.

This is my first newsletter as Club president,
having spent the past few years on the Board as a vice
president for communications, where one of my prima-
ry responsibilities was editing the newsletter, bringing
back memories of my training at 14 Plympton Street for
The Crimson.

Under the leadership of outgoing Club
President Dr. Kay Park ’87, the Club continued its tra -
dition of sponsoring activities that cater to all ages and
interests from recent graduates to mid-career profes -
sionals to empty nesters and retirees. With over 15,000
alumni in our area, the Club of fers its members an
exceptional network as well as a calendar that totals
about 100 events each year. We have programs tailored
to families with young children; speakers from the
Harvard faculty and coaches, (including football coach
Tim Murphy and men's basketball coach T ommy
Amaker), presentations from prominent alumni;
Discover Your City tours; behind-the-scenes opportu -
nities at performing arts venues and sporting events;
and networking mixers like our annual dinner, the 

Continued on next page
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President’s Message, continued from cover

Harvard Alumni Association Global Networking Nights, and joint ven -
tures with other alumni clubs. You can read about the most recent sum -
mer events in this newsletter and see a list of past events on our website
at www.harvard-la.org. We invite you to reconnect with your fellow
alumni and attend one of our upcoming events.

In addition to sponsoring events, the Club of fers our members
many other ways to stay connected to Harvard. In another record-break-
ing year, our Schools and Scholarships Committee worked with alumni to
interview more than 3,000 high school applicants to the Class of 2020.
We organize a number of mentoring programs, including “Wintersession”
internships and a summer session in which our Club provides stipends to
students working in Los Angeles. Y ou can tutor students through the
Education Committee, sponsor a Prize Book for a promising high school
student, participate in an Early College Awareness program in partnership
with local public high schools, or volunteer at one of many local or gani-
zations during our “Harvard Serves” Global Month of Service held in the
spring.

Our mission is to make our Club reflect you and your interests.
Visit our website for a regularly updated list of upcoming events. We look
forward to seeing you soon, and, in the meantime, heed the November
admonition -- Beat Yale Early, and Beat Yale Often.

Harvard Latino
Mentor Forum

In August of 2016, the Harvard
Latino Alumni Alliance, in collabo -

ration with the Harvard Club of Southern California, or ganized a
successful Harvard Latino Mentorship Forum. This event was
attended by a diverse group of Harvard students and alumni repre -
senting Harvard college and many of its graduate schools. The
event began with a review of best practices of effective mentorship
relationships. These practices include treating the mentor/mentee
relationship with utmost caring, respect and integrity; setting clear
goals and progress levels; listening and providing specific feed -
back; and staying connected by phone or email. All participants
were then allowed to choose breakout group sessions that included
Education, Government, Business, Law and Medicine. Each of
these sessions was led by a corresponding Harvard graduate. At
these sessions, students were able to connect with Harvard alumni
who committed to help them to succeed in their studies, at work,
and in life. All participants also received information on resources
available to help maximize mentor/mentee relationships. For fur-
ther information about getting involved in the Alliance and future
forums, please contact Dr. Gus Frias at dr.gfrias@gmail.com.
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Discover Your
City - Field
Archery in
Pasadena 

Come join the Harvard Club of Southern
California for an archery class! Archery is a universal
sport, found throughout history in virtually all cul -
tures over the last 50,000 years. It is also a modern
sport that is gaining popularity since it is increasing -
ly embedded in popular media. Whether you are a
beginner or an experienced shooter , this is an excel -
lent opportunity to practice the numerous skills
involved in this sport.

Date:   Saturday, September 10, 2016
Time:   12:30 P.M.
Location: Pasadena Roving Archers (Pasadena)
Cost: $15, members; $20, non-members
Contact: Alain Koyama, alain.koyama@gmail.com

Ivy
OktoBeerFest 

Join us and other Ivy
alums for an Ivy Happy
Hour and Networking event
in October in downtown
LA. 

Date:   Thursday, October 13, 2016
Time:   7:00 P.M.
Location: Patio of the Arts District Brewing 

Company (Los Angeles)
Cost: Cash bar
Contact: Madeleine Mejia,

Madeleine_Mejia@post.harvard.edu
RSVP: www.Harvard-LA.org

HCSC Members Only! 
Bring Your Family to an Exclusive
Visit to Noah's Ark at the Skirball 

Bring the whole family for an exclusive Harvard Club experience
of Noah’s Ark, the Skirball Cultural Center’s innovative and unique
destination for children and families, which won an Excellence in
Exhibition award from the American Alliance of Museums. There is

a maximum of 40 tickets available for Harvard Club members and their families.

Climb aboard a giant wooden ark amidst hundreds of whimsical, life-size animals made of found and
re-purposed materials, and help bring to life the ancient tale of weathering life’ s storms and keeping the com -
munity afloat. Join the Skirball’ s Vice President and Director of Education Sheri Bernstein (MA ’91), who
served as the Noah’s Ark Project Director, for an exploration of this fanciful space. Along with other Harvard
parents and kids, you’ll have the opportunity to work together before the exhibit opens to the public to create
a storm with instruments and low-tech devices, help construct the ark, load animals up the ramp to safety, climb
in the ark’s rafters, and much, much more. 

Date:   Sunday, September 18, 2016
Time:   9:45 A.M.
Location: Skirball Cultural Center (Los Angeles)
Cost: $12 for adults; $7 for children 2-12 years; Free for children under 2 years.
Contact: Lisa Watanabe-Peagler, lisawatanabe@post.harvard.edu
Register: http://www.Harvard-LA.org
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Save the Date - Nov. 4-6, 2016!
Harvard Women’s Weekend

We are excited to announce the first-ever
Harvard Women’s Weekend. Save November 4–6,
2016 to explore the topics most relevant, interesting,
and top of mind to women connected with Harvard
and around the world. 

Date:   November 4-6, 2016
Location: Harvard University (Cambridge, MA)
Contact: HAA_AlumniEducation@harvard.edu

Science Pub Series #9 - Halloween has never
sounded better! 

BOO! Bats have evolved the remarkable ability to use sound as a successful alternative to
vision through “echolocation.” Celebrate Halloween with us as we learn about this incredible
ability.

Dr. Alan Grinnell (UCLA), one of the pioneers in the field, will describe the versatility of
bats, their different echolocation strategies, and the neural adaptations that enable their auditory nervous systems to
extract the information they need from echoes. Much has been learned about the mechanisms of echolocation and
their application to the scientific field, but major challenges remain. Join us for what will be a batacular event! Dr .
Grinnell received his AB (‘58) and PhD (‘62) from Harvard and was a Junior Fellow (1959-62). After 2 years post-
doctoral work at University College London, he joined the UCLA faculty , where he is now a Distinguished
Professor in the Departments of Physiology and Integrative Biology and Physiology and an Associate Dean of Life
Sciences. 

Seating is limited. Tickets will be sold on a first-come, first-served basis.

Date: Sunday, October 23, 2016
Time: 3:00 - 5:00 P.M.
Location: Skylight Gardens Restaurant and Bar (Los Angeles)
Cost: $30 per person
Contact: Ethel Seminario Laczko, etheledu@gmail.com

The Inner
Workings of Los
Angeles Harbor
- Boat Tour  

Several Ivy League schools are sponsoring a
boat tour of the Port on Friday , November 18.
Members and guests (including children over eight
years old) are welcome at no charge.  Bring sweaters
or jackets in case it is cold on the water. The Port will
serve complimentary soda and water .  Bring your
own snacks. MEMBERS AND GUESTS ONLY!

Former Harbor Commissioner Fred Heim ’50,
MBA ’51 will join us to tell stories about the inner
workings of the harbor.

Date:   Friday, November 18, 2016
Time:   12:30 P.M.
Location: Berth 84/Maritime Museum (San Pedro)
Cost: No charge - Registration Required
Contact: Myron Kayton, m.kayton@alum.mit.edu
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Southern California’s Harvard Class of 2020
On Saturday, July 30, HCSC Board member Dr. Sonia Molina DMD ’89, MPH ’89 hosted approximately 40 members of

the incoming Harvard Class of 2020.  Over pizza, snacks and drinks, the newest members of the Harvard community spent
time getting to know one another, sharing summer experiences, and comparing notes about their freshmen housing assign -

ments.  Freshmen move-in day for the Class of 2020 was August 23, with classes scheduled to begin August 31.

According to Dan Medina ’79, MBA ’83, head of the HCSC Schools & Scholarship committee, “Harvard is expecting a large num-
ber of applications this year, and we anticipate Southern California to reach or exceed last year's level of interview requests .  Harvard
Admissions views the alumni interview as a critical component of a candidate's application, making it crucial for our area to h ave sufficient
numbers of interviewers to meet the demands of the applicant pool.”  Alumni interested in serving as interviewers should contact Mr. Medina
at dan@capknowledge.com.  Both undergraduate and graduate alumni of Harvard University are eligible to serve as interviewers.
West Los Angeles

• Javier Arango, Harvard-Westlake School
• Nicole Araya, Harvard-Westlake School
• Oliver Berliner, Culver City High School
• Cameron Cohen, Harvard-Westlake School
• Jensen Davis, Harvard-Westlake School
• Koji Everard, Harvard-Westlake School
• Ilan Goldberg Bicas, Milken Community Schools
• Amanda Gorman, New Roads School
• Kaitlyn Greta, Marymount School
• Adam Hirschhorn, Harvard-Westlake School
• Evan Mateen, Milken Community Schools
• Carrington McDowell-Walsh, New West Charter School
• Grace Pan, Harvard-Westlake School
• Alejandro Quintana, Le Lycee Francais De Los Angeles
• Jordy Rodriguez-Cervantes, Animo Pat Brown Charter High School
• Michael Shadpour, Yeshiva University High School of Los Angeles
• Jack Stovitz, Harvard-Westlake School
• Jake Suddleson, Harvard-Westlake School
• Dexter Summers, Crossroads School
• Frances Tercek, Harvard-Westlake School
• Gabe Ziaukas, Santa Monica High School

Central Los Angeles
• Carlos Agredano, Downey High School
• Sabrina Bell, Marlborough School
• Mauricio Garcia, Foshay Learning Center 
• Robert Lowe, Loyola High School
• Robert Miranda, Schurr High School
• Cecilia Nunez, Ramona Convent Secondary School
• Andrew Perez, Loyola High School
• Melisa Santizo, Francisco Bravo Medical Magnet High School
• Natalie Swartz, Marlborough School
• Henry Welsh, Loyola High School

South Bay
• Frances Lee, Gretchen Whitney High School
• Erin McCarthy, Mira Costa High School
• Antonio Moreno, Long Beach Polytechnic High School
• Ben Neal, Long Beach Polytechnic High School
• Chris Romero-Gutierrez, Camino Nuevo High School
• Chanel Varney, Valley Christian High School

San Fernando Valley
• Kemi Akenzua, The Buckley School
• Kevin Dai, Valencia High School
• Jessica Han, Newbury Park High School
• Jihee Han, Granada Hills Charter High School
• Claudia Hyun, Burbank Senior High School
• Christian Juzang, Viewpoint School
• Jazz Kaur, Cleveland High School
• Estefania Lahera, The Buckley School
• Jason Olah, Burbank Senior High School
• Alistair Pino, Westlake High School
• Danny Ragheb, Burbank Senior High School
• Brenden Rodriguez, Viewpoint School
• Jason Sibrian-Jurado, The Buckley School

San Gabriel Valley
• Naomi Berhane, Flintridge Preparatory School
• Raul Cuevas, Glen A. Wilson High School
• Mariah Dimalaluan, Blair High School
• William Fu, La Canada High School
• Matthew Hatfield, Arcadia High School
• Dean Hathout, Flintridge Preparatory School
• George Hou, Arcadia High School
• Sheridan Marsh, Westridge School
• Asa Silverman, South Pasadena High School
• James Song, South Pasadena High School
• Charlotte Stephens, Westridge School
• Celine Vendler, Polytechnic School
• Selena Zhang, La Canada High School

Inland Empire
• Zoe Aigberomwan-Isibor, Norco High School
• Anisha Dok, Ruben S Ayala High School
• Kez Douglas, Ruben S Ayala High School
• Arambi Eyong, Chino Hills High School
• Gunnar Plunkett, Murietta Valley High School
• Hayat Sherif, Vista Murietta High School
• Ariana Soto, Saint Lucy’s Priory High School
• Maureen Tang, Chino Hills High School
• Paul Yanez, Webb School of California

North Orange County
• Julie Chung, Phillips Exeter Academy
• Austin Eder, Foothill High School
• Lana Gorlinski, Foothill High School
• Joanne Lee, Sunny Hills High School
• Joseph Lee, Sonora High School
• Samuel Lee, Sunny Hills High School
• Brandon Martinez, Servite High School
• Linh Nam, La Quinta High School
• LJ Northington, Lutheran High School Orange County
• Jonathan Paek, Brea Olinda High School
• Sean Park, Oxford Academy
• Ryan Rhee, Pacific Coast High School
• Bennie Seybold, Mater Dei High School
• Rosa Vazquez, Valley High School
• Winnie Wang, Troy High School
• Matthew Ybarra, Rancho Alamitos High School

South Orange County
• Patrick Cespedes, Mission Viejo High School
• Michelle Chen, Sage Hill School
• Matthew Ctvrtlik, Corona Del Mar High School
• James Gui, University High School
• Julie Harrison, Edison High School
• Carter Hartman, Mission Viejo High School
• Kat Hess, Corona Del Mar High School
• Chad Minato, Huntington Beach High School
• Allison Piper, University High School
• Austin Sechrest, Capistrano Valley High School
• Kimberly Thomas, Dana Hills High School
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Q&A from 02138... Michael Sacks ’17
Michael Sacks ’17, a concentrator in Government, was born in W ashington, D.C. and
graduated from Sierra Canyon High School in Chatsworth, CA. He was elected the
school's Student Body President in his senior year and also served as the captain of the
debate team and the president of the local Future Business Leaders of America chapter .
In 2013, he was elected the International President of United Synagogue Y outh (USY),
the youth movement of Conservative Judaism. Currently , he is a senior residing in
Mather House. At Harvard, he is the Associate Business Manager of The Harvard
Crimson and an Analyst with the Harvard College Consulting Group. He spent the sum-
mer of 2015 as a Mutual Funds Intern with Fidelity Investments and is excited to spend

this summer in New York as an Investment Banking Summer Analyst with Citigroup's Mer gers and Acquisitions
team.

HCSC: What surprised you about being a student at Harvard?
MS: I was very surprised by the diversity of the student body and how quickly I was encouraged to interact with
my peers. From my very first day at Harvard, I made friends with the students living in my entryway , who hailed
from South Africa, China, France, and everywhere in between. These friendships have proven to be incredibly
meaningful. I know that the friends I'm making at Harvard will last a lifetime.

HCSC: When was the first time you visited Harvard and what were your impressions at that time?
MS: The first time I visited Harvard, I actually thought the campus was very small! As an 8th-grader visiting on a
field trip, I was only able to see the yard and T ercentenary Theatre. In spite of this, however , the grandness of the
place struck me immediately. There's a certain feeling you get when you walk through Harvard Y ard and that feel-
ing inspires me to this day.

HCSC: What was your favorite class (or professor) and why?
MS: My favorite class so far has been Government 94xp, a seminar focusing on cyberpolitics and the intersection
of technology and governance. We live in a quickly changing society characterized by rapid technological innova -
tion; taking a class that helped me make sense of the new political landscape was both useful and engaging.

HCSC: What has been your funniest moment at Harvard?
MS: One of my favorite memories was when a friend and I decided to walk on to the junior varsity sailing team
during my sophomore fall. We were excited to get out on the Charles River and sail with the team, but on our first
trip out on the boat, my friend did not duck below the boom in time and flew into the water . To his credit, he got
right back in the boat and tried again, at which point he promptly got hit by the boom again and fell back in the
water.

HCSC: If you were President of Harvard, what would change?
MS: I would encourage firms outside of finance and consulting to recruit students on campus. Too often, I feel that
students apply to jobs in finance or consulting simply because these firms make it so easy to apply. It should be just
as easy to apply for research opportunities, thesis funding, positions at non-profit organizations, or even professional
sports teams.

HCSC: What do you miss most about Southern California (other than the weather)?
MS: I miss driving. I don't miss the 101, but I definitely miss driving.

HCSC: How do you think Southern California will figure into your future after Harvard?
MS: That's a great question and one I don't fully know the answer to yet. I plan on working in New Y ork after col-
lege for at least a few years, but after that, anything can happen.



The Harvard Club of Southern California Newsletter 7 September 2016

The Harvard Club of Southern California 
Membership Registration Form

Stay involved with the local Harvard community : 
Southern California residents who have been connected for at least one academic year with any department of Harvard University
as a student or instructor are eligible for membership in the Harvard Club of Southern California. Member benefits include a month-
ly newsletter, reduced fees for Club events, electronic updates, and inclusion in the annual directory. Reciprocal benefits wit h other
Ivy League clubs are also available, as determined by each respective organization.

For your added convenience, you are welcome to renew on-line on our website: www.harvard-la.org

Please fill out and return to: The Harvard Club of Southern California ___ Please check here if you would like 
c/o Membership Vice President to be excluded from the directory.
1020 Manhattan Beach Blvd., Suite 204
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE CAREFULLY FOR DIRECTORY USE
Make checks payable to Harvard Club of Southern California

First Name: Last Name: H-R Class & Degree:

Spouse’s Name:

Occupation: Gender (circle):   Male    Female Mail Location (circle):   Home     Work

Home Address: City: State: Zip Code:

Home Phone: Home Fax:

Work Address: City: State: Zip Code:

Work Phone: Work Fax:

Email Address:

Membership ___ Regular (12 months) $    55
(check one) ___ Three-Year  (36 months) $   135

___ Lifetime Membership $1,000
___ Second Graduate in same household $    25
___ Recent Graduate  (Classes of 2013-2015) $    20
___ Complimentary (Undergrad & Class of  2016)   N/C
___ Special ___Parent  ___Widow(er) $    55

Additional ___ Joint Membership with Harvard Business School Assn (SoCal) $    20
___ Joint Membership with Harvard Business School Assn (OC) $    20
___ Prize Book Sponsorship(s) $    37.50 each
___ Scholarship Donation $_____

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $_____

Credit Card payments are accepted on our website, http://www.Harvard-LA.org. Joint membership discounts are for new mem-
bers only: if you are now, or previously were, a member of any of our sister clubs this offer does not apply.

Program Preferences:
__ Lectures    __ Networking    __ Wine Tastings
__ Art/Music    __ Book Club    __ Family
__ Behind the Scene    __ Mixers    __ Dances
__ Outdoors    __ Community Service

Involvement Interest:

__ Membership  __ Interviewing Applicants  

__ Latino   __ Asian-American  __ African-American

__ Programs    __ Recent Grad



c/o Membership VP
1020 Manhattan Beach Blvd, Suite 204
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
To recommend an event or volunteer for one, contact one of our Programs VPs. Contact information can be found on page 2.

*All checks for events are non-refundable unless explicitly stated otherwise. Unless specifically noted, RSVPs are not confirme d.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON EVENTS AND GENERAL CLUB NEWS, VISIT THE CLUB WEB SITE AT

www.harvard-la.org

MEMBERS-ONLY VISIT TO NOAH’S

ARK AT THE SKIRBALL

~ SEPTEMBER 18, 2016 ~

DATE/TIME EVENT LOCATION COST* CONTACT

Sept. 10, Saturday Discover Your City -   Pasadena Roving Archers $15, members Alain Koyama,
12:30 P.M. Field Archery in Pasadena Pasadena, CA $20, non-members alain.koyama@gmail.com

Sept. 18, Sunday Exclusive Visit to Noah’s Ark Skirball Cultural Center $12, adults Lisa Watanabe-Peagler,
9:45 A.M. at the Skirball - Members Only Los Angeles, CA $7, children (2-12) lmwpeagler@gmail.com

Oct. 13, Thursday Ivy OktoBeerFest Arts District Brewing Company Cash bar Madeleine Mejia,
7:00 P.M. Los Angeles, CA Madeleine_Mejia@post.harvard.edu

Oct. 23, Sunday Science Pub Series #9: Skylight Gardens Restaurant/Bar $30 per person Ethel Seminario Laczko,
3:00 P.M. Halloween Los Angeles, CA etheledu@gmail.com

Nov. 4-6, 2016 Harvard Women's Weekend - Harvard University Registration req’d HAA Alumni Education,
Time TBA Save the Date! Cambridge, MA HAA_AlumniEducation@harvard.edu 

Nov. 18, Friday The Inner Workings of Los Berth 84/L.A.Maritime Museum No charge, Myron Kayton,
12:30 P.M. Angeles Harbor - Boat Tour San Pedro, CA registration required m.kayton@alum.mit.edu

Ongoing Volunteer in a School 32nd Street/USC Magnet School N/A Priscilla Heim,
Los Angeles, CA priheim@verizon.net




