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Upcoming Events

Wednesday, June 4, 2014 @ 6:30 PM
Ivy Pride Alliance LA Presents... Stand Up for
Pride with Laughter 
Location: The Hollywood Improv  (Hollywood)
Cost: $10 tickets, two drink minimum for show

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 @ 7:00 PM
5th Annual Keys to a Winning MBA Application
Location: Blankspaces  (Los Angeles)
Cost: $15, members; $20, non-members

Tuesday, June 17, 2014 @ 6:00 PM
The Harvard Grad’s Guide to Happiness - with
Laurie Gardner '89 
Location: Wokcano  (Santa Monica)
Cost: $15, members; $20, non-members

Tuesday, June 17, 2014 @ 7:00 PM
Ivy Pride Alliance LA Presents...LGBT Event
Planning Meeting 
Location: Le Pain Quotidien  (Los Angeles)
Cost: No cover, cash food and beverages

Wednesday, June 19, 2014 @ 6:00 PM
Harvard Club Networking Event - A Drink After
Work in Newport Beach 
Location: Gulfstream Restaurantr  (Newport Beach)
Cost: No charge

Monday, June 23, 2014 @ 7:00 PM
Global Networking Night — Welcome to the City
Location: Viceroy Hotel (Santa Monica)
Cost: No charge, cash bar

Sunday, June 29, 2014 @ 5:00 PM
The 2014 Harvard Club Annual Dinner & Awards
Location: UCLA Faculty Center  (Westwood)
Cost: $60/members & guests; $65/non-members;

$55/Recent Grads (Classes of ’03 – ‘13)

Saturday, July 19, 2014 @ 6:00PM
“Harvard Serves” Wrap Party
Location: A Private Residence (Silver Lake)
Cost: Potluck, bring a dish

Please visit www.Harvard-LA.org for a complete list of
upcoming events and to register.

Harvard College
Admissions Update

The Harvard College Class of 2018 is set.
Eighty-two percent of those students offered admission to the
Class of 2018 accepted, representing the highest yield real-
ized by Harvard since the Class of 1973. In Southern
California, applications were up slightly from last year,
increasing to 2,719 applicants. One hundred and twenty-
five candidates were accepted throughout the Southland, a
4.6% acceptance rate, and 100 chose to matriculate at
Harvard, an 80% yield. The Class of 2018 represented a
diverse, talented, and accomplished group. “The Class of
2018 reflects the excellence achieved by the students of an
increasingly diverse America,” said William R.
Fitzsimmons, dean of admissions and financial aid.
“Attracting such outstanding students to the College is vital
to Harvard’s mission of educating the future leaders of our
nation.”

Financial Aid again played a crucial role in attract-
ing such a diverse and talented group. Nearly 60% of the
Class of 2018 will receive need-based financial aid grants,
paying an average of only $12,000 annually. The total cost
of tuition, room and board and fees for next year is $58,600. 

Interviews again played an important role in the
admissions process. According to Dean Fitzsimmons, “We
rely on the alumni interview to give Admissions a viewpoint
that you can’t get from personal statements or recommenda-
tions. I think the alumni interview is one of the key aspects
in our decision making process and I don’t know how other
schools can make a decision without alumni input.” 

If you are interested in interviewing next year,
please contact Dan Medina ’79 MBA ’83, the Schools and
Scholarships VP, at dan@capknowledgde.com or (626) 893-
2925. A list of Southern California students attending
Harvard from the Class of 2018 can be found on page 4 of
this newsletter.
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Harvard Club of Southern
California - Bylaws Update

As part of the Harvard Club of Southern California's stan-
dard practices, the Club recently concluded a review of its by-laws that
resulted in four substantive changes:

1) The Club expanded the membership elligibility rules to include 
members of a teaching hospital affiliated with Harvard Medical 
School (Article 2, Section 1);

2) The Club clarified conditions under which a Director may be 
removed by the Board (Article 5, Section 4);

3) Decisions of the Board may be made via electronic vote if three
quarters of the members agree to doing so, and no member 
disagrees (Article 5, Section 9); and

4) The president of the Club may serve more than a third term if 
approved by a vote of three quarters of the Board (Article 6, 
Section 4). 

The Club by-laws are available on the website: 
http://www.harvard-la.org/mission.html

“Harvard Serves” Wrap
Party — You’re Invited!

This year, for “Harvard Serves,” our Global
Month of Service in April, SoCal alumni from
Pasadena to San Pedro once again chipped in their
time, skills and energy to give back to their com-

munities alongside fellow participants.  The Club’s Public Service Task
Force invites you to join us for our upcoming "Harvard Serves: Wrap
Party” --  Come meet our volunteers, representatives of the non-profits,
and the tireless Alumni Volunteer Coordinators who facilitated this year’s
16 volunteer opportunities throughout local organizations during the
month of April.

When: Saturday, July 19, 2014, 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Where: Private Silverlake address, revealed with registration. 
Cost: It’s potluck, so bring a dish!
Register: Please RSVP at http://www.Harvard-LA.org

Friends, family and future volunteers are all invited! Alumni
interested in volunteering in future public service activities can register
on the Club’s website at www.harvard-la.org, under the tab “Service.”
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Sunday, June 29, 2014:

2014 Harvard Club Annual Dinner

You are invited to attend the annual general membership meeting and awards dinner. We look
forward to celebrating the accomplishments of three incredible members of our local community,
Constance Rice AB ‘78, Maryann Cummins, and George Newhouse AB ‘76.

Constance Rice AB ‘78, civil rights lawyer and community leader (John Harvard Award)
Constance Rice AB’ 78, JD ' 84 (New York University School of Law), civil rights attorney and com-
munity activist in Los Angeles, is the recipient of the 2014 John Harvard Award for Distinguished
Community Service. Her powerful 2012 memoir “Power Concedes Nothing: One Woman’s Quest for
Social Justice in America From the Courtroom to the Kill Zones” depicts her indefatigable struggle to
foster civil rights and achieve social justice. Hailed as the “Voice of LA’s Oppressed,”she has spear-
headed police reform, and mitigated gang violence. She continues her quest for social justice as
Founding Co-Director of the Advancement Project.

Maryann Cummins, Master Piano Teacher (Educator of the Year)
Maryann Cummins, accomplished pianist, music teacher and tireless promoter of music, is the recip-
ient of the 2014 Educator of the Year Award. Cummins has taught music in Santa Monica since 1970
and her students have earned prestigious awards and scholarships in music conservatories. She
founded the Elizabeth Mandell Music Institute at Crossroads School for Arts and Sciences which has
served as the model for other music programs in Los Angeles. Cummins received a bachelor’s degree

in music from DePaul University and did her graduate studies at the University of Chicago while playing improvisa-
tional piano in the famed Second City comedy troupe. 

George Newhouse AB ‘76 (Fred Smith Award for Outstanding Service to the Harvard Club of
Southern California)
George Newhouse, Jr. AB ’78, JD '82 (University of California Berkeley School of Law), trial
lawyer and former federal prosecutor, is the recipient of the Fred Smith Award for Outstanding
Service to the Harvard Club of Southern California. He has served as President and other high
offices, including his current position as vice-president for membership, since 1987. The quintes-
sential scholar athlete, he twice earned All-Ivy honors as a roverback and outside linebacker and

studied at Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar in 1976. Celebrated for his sharp wit and keen sense of humor, he has
befriended and advised many officers and directors of the Club. George and his wife Maura have three daughters,
Caitlin (’10), Christina (’11) and Devon (’13), and a son, James.

Club Dinner Details (deadline to register is June 23rd):
Date: Sunday, June 29, 2014
Time: 5:00 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.
Place: UCLA Faculty Center, 480 Charles E. Young Drive N.

Los Angeles, CA 90095
Cost: $60/members & guests

$65/non-members (including $20 discount off of Club Membership)
$55/Recent Grads (Classes of ’03 – ‘13)  

Register: http://www.Harvard-LA.org
Contact: Albert Chang, albertchang@charter.net or 310-994-9974
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Central Los Angeles
• Carlos Flores, Whittier High School
• Jingxiu Jin, Belmont High School
• George Qiao, LACES
• Shao Zhao, Downtown Business Magnet
• Wisdom Akingbemi, Washington HS
• Claire Dinhut, Marlborough School
• Alisha Mah, Mark Keppel High School
• Giannina Marciano, Downey Senior High School
• Riley Moore, Loyola High School
• Caitlin Ner, Eagle Rock High School
• Genevieve Shaw, Marlborough School
• Alexa Boghosian, Marlborough School
• Valentino Gonzalez, Franklin High School
• Vanessa Lam, Downey Senior High School

West Los Angeles
• Samuel Leichenger, Hamilton High School
• Alison Park, Marymount High School
• Rita Shrestha, Archer School for Girls
• Kevin Zhang, Harvard-Westlake
• Larry Zhang, Harvard-Westlake
• Eric Abreu, West Adams Prep High School
• Molly Cinnamon, Harvard-Westlake
• Matthew Climan, Brentwood School
• Helena Daniels, Crossroads School
• Jack Goldfisher, Harvard-Westlake
• Samuel Goldman Reiss, Crossroads School   
• Madeline Kaplan, Harvard-Westlake
• Sophie Kissinger, Crossroads School
• Tyler Savitsky, Malibu High School
• Elizabeth Thomas, Harvard-Westlake
• Hunter Stanley, Harvard-Westlake
• Patric Verrone, Harvard-Westlake

South Bay
• Derek Ponce, California Academy of Math and Science
• Samantha Singal, Long Beach Poly
• Christian Vazquez, Long Beach Poly
• Natalie Vega, Avalon Jr-Sr High School
• Isabel Wagner, Long Beach Poly
• Jesse Zhang, California Academy of Math and Science
• Linghua Jiang, South High School
• Annika Ringbloom, Palos Verdes High School
• James Stewart, El Segundo High School
• Camille Jacobson, Chadwick School

San Bernardino/ Riverside
• Javier Cuan-Martinez, Great Oak High School
• Eduardo Gonzalez, Bonita High School
• Rebecca Gracia, Chino High School
• Andy Kim, Vista Murietta High School
• Adrian Magana, Indio High School
• Kayla McGarrell, Glendora High School
• Jarele Soyinka, Damien High School
• Christopher Cruz, Upland High School
• Austin Harcarik, Vista Murietta High School
• Valerie Kahkejian, Vivian Webb School
• Cameron Khansarinia, Centennial High School

San Gabriel Valley
• Simone Abegunrin, Polytechnic School
• Audria Amirian, Hoover High School
• Anthony Hou, Arcadia High School
• Tiffany Lam, Diamond Bar High School
• Alexander Lin, Arcadia High School
• Joseph Olvera-Sanchez, Clark Magnet High School
• Nora Sagal, La Canada High School
• Lev Asimov, Polytechnic School
• Aidan Chavez, Arcadia High School
• Jessica Jin, Polytechnic School
• Michelle Ko, Westridge School
• Emily Woolway, Polytechnic School
• Electra Lang, Polytechnic School

San Fernando Valley
• Matthew Daniel, Burbank High School
• Sang Yup Han, Burbank High School
• April Johnson, Saugus High School
• Daniel Kang, Van Nuys High School
• Allura Landsberg, Granada Hills High School
• Alexis Lewandowski, Chaminade College Prep
• Mario Menendez, North Hollywood High School
• Casey Moore, Burbank High School
• Luis Suero Mayberry, William Pete Knight High School
• Nathan Williams, Granada Hills High School
• James Bernstein, Buckley High School
• Timothy Kang, Van Nuys High School
• Cynthia Kim, Granada Hills High School
• Austen Needleman, Sierra Canyon School
• William Oh, Golden Valley High School
• Alex Simon, Agoura High School

North Orange County
• Bryan Brzycki, Troy High School
• Danielle Frostig, Orange County High School of the Arts
• Meriton Ibrahimi, El Modena High School
• Michael Ge, Troy High School
• Lauren Grobarty, Rosary High School
• Isaac Hung, Cypress High School
• Saksham Jain, Oxford Academy
• Brandon Snyder, Orange County High School of the Arts
• Hugo Yen, Troy High School

South Orange County
• Garrett Burk, Laguna Beach High School
• Ann Hwang, Northwood High School
• Charlene Hwang, Marina High School
• Catherine Myong, University High School
• Jiho Park, University High School
• Wyatt Robertson, Newport Harbor High School
• Ramtin Talebi, Capistrano Valley High School
• Haley Bowe, Irvine High School
• Natalie Cernius, Newport Harbor High School
• Hale Furey, Corona Del Mar High School
• Cleo Harrington, Newport Harbor High School
• Matthew Hurst, Corona Del Mar High School
• Clay Thabit, Corona Del Mar High School
• Mezu Ukah, Trabuco Hills High School
• Seth Villanueva, San Juan Hills High School

Southern California’s Harvard Class of 2018
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5th Annual Workshop:
Keys to a Winning
MBA Application
with Alex Leventhal
MBA ’98 

Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014
Time: 7:00 P.M.
Location:  Blankspaces (Los Angeles)
Cost:  $15, Members; $20 Non-members
Contact: Alex Leventhal, alex@prepmba.com
Register: http://www.Harvard-LA.org

Are you considering applying to business
schools? The competition for a spot at one of the top
MBA programs is intense. With GMAT scores and
GPAs coming in a tight band, the essays and inter-
views are where candidates distinguish themselves.
Learn from an experienced admissions consultant
what it takes to set your application apart.

The Harvard Grad’s
Guide to Happiness
with Laurie Gardner
AB '89 

Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2014
Time: 6:00 P.M.
Location:  Wokcano (Santa Monica)
Cost:  $15, Members; $20 Non-members
Contact: Albert Chang, albertchang@charter.net 
Register: http://www.Harvard-LA.org

Are you content with your
work, relationships, health, and
home? Wellness author-expert Laurie
Gardner ’89 outlines the traits of
well-educated, successful people that
hinder our happiness and shares
strategies for a life that’s more fun,
full and free.

14th Primrose International 
Viola Competition
and Festival 

Experience a dramatic week of
international music competition at
the 14th Primrose International
Viola Competition June 8-14, 2014

at Zipper Hall at The Colburn School in downtown
Los Angeles. A Schedule of Events can be found at
the Harvard Club Website.

Final round on Saturday, June 14 at 2 pm in
the Zipper Recital Hall at the Colburn School

Date: Sunday-Thursday, June 8-14, 2014
Time: Various
Location: The Colburn School (Los Angeles)
Cost:  $45/daily; $90/2-day rate, $125/week
More Info: http://www.Harvard-LA.org

Harvard Club
Networking Event -
A Drink After
Work in Newport
Beach 

Date: Wednesday, June 19th, 2014
Time: 6:00 P.M.
Location: Gulfstream Restaurant (Newport Beach)
Cost:  No Charge
Contact: German Enciso, enciso@uci.edu, and 

Chi Bui, orthochi@yahoo.com 

Come mingle and network over drinks and
appetizers at an outdoor fire pit lounge in Newport
Beach. Gulfstream Restaurant (PCH and MacArthur
Blvd) is centrally located and has a wonderful atmos-
phere for cocktail drinks. Firepits are located in the
back and allow for a more informal experience.
Dress code is casual chic. 
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Q&A from 02138... Aubrey Walker ’15
(These interviews are a regular contribution to the HCSC Newsletter and will spotlight students enrolled at
Harvard who are from Southern California. Nominations to profile students from our region are invited.)

Aubrey Walker '15 is a pre-medical student residing in Dunster House, and he concentrates
in Human Evolutionary Biology: Mind, Brain and Behavior, with a secondary in Global Health and
Health Policy and a citation in Spanish. He was born in Pasadena, California and graduated from
Polytechnic High School, where he served as president of the Associated Student Body

Government and the Black Students' Union. He played two years on the Varsity Basketball team and participated in
five theatre productions (both plays and musicals). He served as a peer mentor and a tutor for freshmen and middle
school students. Along with his triplet siblings, Charles (American University), and Nicole (Barnard College), he
worked throughout middle school and high school in his father's barbershop and salon, Just-In-Time Hair Trends in
Pasadena sweeping up the floors, answering the telephone, greeting customers, and running the register.  The triplets
and the work ethic their parents "Chuck" and Diane instilled in them were profiled in a Los Angeles Times article
in 2011. 

HCSC: What surpised you most about Harvard?
AW: I was most surprised by how much I enjoyed the fast-paced New England culture. I was amazed by how much
Harvard valued study-abroad experiences. Both of my summers and winter term breaks, I have taken advantage of
such opportunities. I volunteered at pediatric and cancer hospitals in Peru, surveyed rural health of indigenous pop-
ulations in Chile, and have taken a course on the history of Western philosophy, and another on interracial literature
in Italy.

HCSC: What has been your favorite course?
AW: HEB 1310: Hormones and Behavior. I was able to gain a better understanding of the evolutionary and
endocrinological underpinnings of sex differences and gender/gender identity.

HCSC: Describe some of your academic work?
AW: In my academic department, I currently perform thesis research on evolutionary behavioral neuroscience with
my advisors Richard Wrangham and Joyce Benenson. I seek to understand the psychosocial, behavioral, and phys-
iological dynamics of cooperation amongst high vs. low status individuals.

HCSC: What extra curricular activities are you involved with?
AW: Outside of academics, I spend most of his time at Harvard as an intern at the Harvard Foundation for
Intercultural and Race Relations, where I recently finished directing Cultural Rhythms 2014, Harvard's largest cul-
tural performance showcase. In addition, I am a member of the Institute of Politics at the Kennedy School and helped
to author a policy piece both addressing the problem of mass incarceration and recommending suggestions to
decrease rates of recidivism. I am also a First-Year Urban Program leader and help facilitate understanding among
incoming first years with regards to ethnicity, sexuality, gender, and socioeconomic status.  

HCSC: What do you do in your "free" time?
AW: I participate as a member of the intramural Ultimate Frisbee team in Dunster House and am a model in
Eleganza, Harvard's largest charity and diversity fashion show.

HCSC: Do you intend to return to Southern California after Harvard?
AW: I plan to return to Southern California for medical school or to complete my residency. I hope to pursue an
MD/PhD in social anthropology or psychology, as I am interested in how human sociality and behavior influences
health outcomes, especially with regards to racial, ethnic, and sexual minorities. I am a proud Southern Californian,
and regardless of future aspirations, plan to settle down and raise my family in the very place that I called home.
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Interview with Alumni Interviewer... 
Aaron Wilson '03  - North Orange County Chair

Each admissions season, alumni interviewers, under the leadership of our Club's Schools
Committees, help the Admissions Office evaluate applicants to Harvard College. The Schools
Committee is the Club's largest volunteering activity. Each year, over 700 graduates of
Harvard College and graduate schools interview over 2,700 candidates from our region.  In

the process, alumni participate in college fairs throughout the area and give presentations on Harvard, initiating
and maintaining relationships with parents, guidance counselors, other alumni/ae, and the general public.
Immediate Past President Daniel A. Medina, A.B. '79, M.B.A. '83 is our Club's vice president for Schools, and he
coordinates the Schools Committee's work with the area chairs who divide up the interview assignments among
alumni and manage the operations for their geographic area.  The newsletter will feature profiles of the area
chairs. 

Aaron was an electrical engineering and computer science major at Harvard and lived in Mather House.
While at Harvard, he met his wife, Aarti (Khanolkar) Wilson '03, and they currently live with their 2-year-old daugh-
ter in Beverly Hills.

Aaron worked for Sony Pictures for nearly 10 years, creating computer-generated effects for movies.  He
received his MBA from the UCLA Anderson School of Management in 2012 and is currently a manager of mar-
keting and development for Moonfrye, a small startup focused on inspiring creativity in parents and children.

Aaron began interviewing for Harvard immediately upon graduating and moving to Los Angeles, as a way
to maintain a connection to the school. He has served as the co-chair of the North Orange County area for the past
four years. Aaron also serves on the board of the Club.

Aaron has interviewed many incredible candidates over the years, but his most memorable was definitely
the student who had created a DIY chemistry/physics lab in his garage and came to the interview equipped with
videos of his homemade Tesla coil and fusion reactor. Sadly (although perhaps in the best interest of the general stu-
dent body), he was not admitted to Harvard.

The North Orange County Area Schools Committee alumni interview applicants from 49 schools across 69
zip codes from Santa Ana to Whittier.

This year, the committee had requests for interviews for 296 applicants, including 27 early action applicants.
6 of the early action candidates were accepted, and all of them will be attending Harvard in the fall. For regular sea-
son, 6 candidates were accepted and 3 have announced their intention to matriculate in the fall.

Global Networking Night - June 23rd
Date:   Monday, June 23, 2014
Time:   7:00 P.M to 10:00 PM
Cost:   No charge. (Valet parking is a flat $10 for the evening, with limited street 

parking available on side streets )
Location: Viceroy Hotel, 1819 Ocean Avenue, Santa Monica, CA 90401
Contact: HAA, 1-800-654-6494; Jordan Reddout, Jordan.reddout@gmail.com

Please join the Harvard Alumni Association, the Harvard Club of Southern California, Harvardwood, the
Harvard Business School Association of Southern California and Harvard Clubs worldwide at our Global Networking
Night on Monday, June 23rd!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
To recommend an event or volunteer for one, contact one of our Programs VPs. Contact information can be found on page 2.

*All checks for events are non-refundable unless explicitly stated otherwise. Unless specifically noted, RSVPs are not confirmed.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON EVENTS AND GENERAL CLUB NEWS, VISIT THE CLUB WEB SITE AT

www.harvard-la.org

THE HARVARD CLUB ANNUAL

DINNER AND AWARDS

~ JUNE 29, 2014 ~

DATE/TIME EVENT LOCATION COST* CONTACT

June 4, Wednesday Ivy Pride Alliance Presents... The Hollywood Improv $10 tickets, Will Bowen,
6:30 P.M. Stand Up for Pride/Laughter Hollywood, CA two drink minimum William.d.bowen@gmail.com

June 10, Tuesday Keys to a Winning MBA Blankspaces $15, members Alex Leventhal,
7:00 P.M. Application w/Alex Leventhal Los Angeles, CA $20, non-members alex@prepmba.com

June 14, Sunday 14th Primrose International Zipper Hall@ The Colburn School $45/day
7:00 P.M. Viola Competition & Festival Los Angeles, CA $125/week

June 17, Tuesday The Harvard Grad’s Guide to  Wokcano $15, members Albert Chang,
7:00 P.M. Happiness w/ Laurie Gardner Santa Monica, CA $20, non-members albertchang@charter.net

June 17, Tuesday Ivy Pride Alliance Presents... Le Pain Quotidien No cover, cash food Kevin Wegener,
7:00 P.M. LGBT Planning Meeting Los Angeles, CA and beverages kevin.wegener@gmail.com

June 19, Thursday Harvard Club Networking Gulfstream Restaurant No charge German Enciso,
6:00 P.M. Event - A Drink After Work Newport Beach, CA enciso@uci.edu

June 23, Monday Global Networking Night Viceroy Hotel No charge Jordan Reddout, 
7:00 P.M. Santa Monica, CA Jordan.reddout@gmail.com 

June 29, Sunday Harvard Club Annual Dinner UCLA Faculty Center $60, members/guests Albert Chang,
5:00 P.M. and Awards Los Angeles, CA $65, non-members albertchang@charter.net

$55, recent grads

July 19, Saturday “Harvard Serves” A Private Home No charge, Liz Ryan, 
6:00 P.M. Wrap Party Silver Lake, CA Pot Luck lryan.ryanworks@gmail.com

Ongoing Volunteer in a School 32nd Street/USC Magnet School N/A Priscilla Heim,
Los Angeles, CA priheim@verizon.net


